Estimation of lobar minute volume in the rat.
In inhalation toxicology, the knowledge of minute volume is essential for the determination of the inhaled dose. We were unable to find in the literature any information on the minute volume of the various lobes of the rat. Utilizing available information on the deposition of 0.5 micron unit density spheres, we were able to show that lobar minute volume can be estimated from lobar burden. Equations are suggested for estimation of lobar minute volume from animal body weight.